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On the Saving of Flax-seed. 



[July- 



by the imitation of the best models ; 
and finally, produces such original 
ideas, decked in such correct language 
as would be no discredit to persons 
more advanced in years. 

Should you, Sir, think this commu- 
nication worthy a place in vour Ma- 
gazine, and should it stimulate other 
teachers to communicate their systems 
to the public, I shall state my plan of 
Letter-writing, Orthography and Pre- 
miums. I am, Sir, yours, &c. 

^ , , r , , ,„™ Wm. Neilson. 
X>undalk,Juli/ 5,1809. 



To the Editor of the Belfast Magazine. 

SIB, 

IT is with much diffidence I offer 
any observations on the culture of 
Flax, or the preservation of the seed, 
being satisfied many experienced far- 
mers have practised similar or better 
plans to accomplish both objects. I can 
only wish, from a statement of facts, to 
combat, in hopes of controverting the 
general impression, that home-saved 
seed degenerates in quantity and qua- 
lity. 1 saved it for nine successive 
years, until the heavy rains, in July 
1807, laid down the Flax, and pre- 
vented the seed from attaining per- 
fection, but the produce has made, and 
is now making sixteen hank yarn. 
Convinced of the propriety and profit 
on saving seed, I purchased from a 
neighbouring fanner five bushels, which 
had ueeu saved from Dutch seed, 
the preceding year ; this was sown the 
2d of April; 1808, on 4a. \r. Cunning- 
ham measure, one half of this land 
had been under oats, and ploughed 
early in November, the remainder had 
a crop of potatoes in the drill system, 
but bom tlie rain that fell in October 
could not be earthed up. I was obliged 
to lay out the ridges with a line, and 
form the furrows with the spade. The 
crop was much injured by the severity 
of the season ; as soon as weather per- 
mitted 1 had recourse to rolling, which 
1 have found, alter frost or scorching 
winds, a most useful operation ; 1 kept 
the ground clear of weeds, and pulled 
the Flax when the bolls appeared firm ; 
this, as well as many other things, 
must depend much on the appearance 
of the weather, and more on tne judg. 
)nent of the farmer ; the great point is 



to preserve the seed without injuring 
the staple of the flax ; when pulled, it 
was formed into small sheaves, about 
eight inches in circumference, and im- 
mediately set on an end, or stooked, 
and permitted to remain for two days ; 
less will do if the weather is favourable, 
as in my opinion, exposing the Flax, 
as is usually practised, to the influence 
of the sun, dries the oil, renders it 
hasky, retards the process of bleach- 
ing, and consequently injures the fa- 
bnck ; it was then carted home, and 
set up on its root-end in houses to 
which air was admissible ; here it re- 
muned until the wet mornings, or 
days in harvest, when my otherwise 
unemployed reapers took off the seed 
with hand-beetles ; it was then passed 
through the winnowing machine, and 
spread thin on a boarded floor, being 
frequently turned, or moved with a 
rake, after a few days put into larger 
heaps, and lastly thrown altogether, 
where it continued until seed-time. 

I am satisfied there was more attention 
paid than requisite, but my wish was 
to do it justice. Whatever flax was 
cleared of the seed In the course of the 
day, was watered in the evening, by 
which means there was never too much 
work on hand, and a capability of 
managing a large quantity with little 
comparative expense or trouble was 
afforded. 

1 have observed that every 241b of 
flax will have one bushel of seed, this 
much enhances 'he value of the crop, 
even in the cheapest seasons, and fen- 
ders it an object of the farmer's most 
serious attention. As to the little cot- 
tager, he has it iu his power to preserve 
a tew quarts, by merely taking off the 
bolls, exposing for a short time to the 
sun, enclosing them in a bag, and hang- 
ing them up in some dry part of his 
cabin, he will thus save himself the 
trouble of borrowing the money for his 
ensuing year's seed, or purchasing it on 
credit, at an exorbitant interest, his 
flax will not be injured for home manu- 
facture or reduced in value for the 
market. 

On the principle of both public and 
private interest, I rely that my brother 
farmers will use every exertion to pre- 
serve the stamina of our trade, as all 
that is requisite to obtain thi3 great na- 



1 809.] Letter to a young Nobleman. 



29 



tional object, is the exercise of that 
judgment and sedulous attention which 
"they so eminently possess. Could my 
name add any interest to the cause, with 
pleasure should it be inserted, but in- 
tending at some future period to express 
my sentiments on the subdivision of 
land, short tenures and rack rents, shall 
subscribe myself, Agricola. 

Our Correspondent sent an estimate of his 
profit, but the value of ike flaxseed appears 
so over-rated that zee are apprehensive of a 
mistake in live calculation. As the season for 
putting flax is at hand, zee are unzmlhng to 
delay publishing the tetter, by zvaiting to have 
the accuracy of the statement ascertained. 
We request Agricola zvilt re-examine the uc- 
count ; if necessary it may be inserted in our 
next number. 



For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

A TEST OF THE SECUUITY OF VACCINATION. 

ON looking over the last number of 
the London Monthly Magazine, 
I perceive that the following method 
to discover whether the patient has re- 
gularly passed through the cow pox, 
so as to be effectually secured from 
the small pox, is recommended on the 
authority of Dr.Jenuer. '1'he dissemi- 
nation of this intelligence through your 
Magazine, may be useful. 

A Header. 
Let a patient be selected, on whose 
arms the vaccine pustules havercg«/«r- 
hj advanced to the 7th, Stb, or 9th day : 
from one of these pustules, let the 
subject intended to be put to the test 
of security be re-vaccinated. At the 
same time, and with a portion of the 
same vaccine fluid, let another child, 
who never has had either the cow-pox 
or the small-pox, be also vaccinated. 
On the arms of the child put to this 
test, if it was previously secure, the 
virus will produce in a short space of 
time (two or three days perhaps) an 
inflammation around the parts punc- 
tured, and sometimes small irregular 
vesicles, accompanied with itching, 
which commonly dies away, long before 
the regular pocks on the arms of the 
child that had not been secured, arrive 
at maturity. The reason why Dr.Jen- 
uer recommends the vaccination of a 
child not in a doubtful state, with the 
one whose situation may be supposed 
doubtful, is to prove to a certainty. 



that the vaccine fluid employed, is in 
a state of perfection. 1 he insertion of 
variolous matter by way of test, in the 
early periods of the vaccine practice 
was adopted and recommended by Dr. 
Jenner; but although it did not pro- 
duce the small pox on those previouslv 
vaccinated, it sometimes occasioned 
very extensive and troublesome inflam- 
mation on the arms. 



For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

A LETTER ADDRESSED TO A V/OUNG NO- 
BLEMAN JUST ENTERING UPON THE 
POSSESSION OF A GREAT ESTATE. 
MV LORD, 

THE very eminent station which 
your Lordship's rank and pro- 
perty has placed you in, is alone suffi- 
cient to render you both a conspicu- 
ous and an important character in the 
world. The dignity which mankind, 
by the consent of common courtesy, 
have attached to exalted stations, has 
descended to you wiih your titles and 
estates. This will command the admi- 
ration and respect of the bulk of man- 
kind, who will readily give your lord- 
ship credit fur many of those virtues 
which ought to adorn the rank of life 
which you are calied to fill. But, my 
lord, something more than the posses- 
sion ot hereditary estates and titles is 
necessary to give your lordship a real 
title to the character of a great and a 
good man. Something more than the 
bare imputa'ion ot virtue is necessary 
to your obtaining that permanent repu- 
tation for wisdom and virtue, which 
will proclaim you the friend of man- 
kind during your life, and hand down 
your name with honourable respecta- 
bility to that posterity, which will 
truly appreciate, and impartially ex- 
hibit your real character to the world 
at large 

It is particularly unfortunate for man- 
kind in general, as well as for the no- 
bility themselves, that the fashionable 
mode of education is calculated to 
debar tbem from the acquisition of 
almost every species of knowledge 
which a man of common sense sees to 
be absolutely necessary to cmalify them 
for the discharge of the great and 
important duties which are inseparably 
attached to their exalted stations. The 



